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Frequently asked questions:
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Question: How many of the arriving Afghans are Special Immigrant Visa (SIV)
holders? How many are our allies?

The majority of the Afghans who will be resettled in the United States in the
coming weeks have worked directly with the U.S. on its mission in Afghanistan,
including across military, diplomatic, and development efforts — or will be a family
member of someone who did.

Thousands more of this group worked as journalists, human rights activists, or
humanitarian workers and had careers that put them at risk, which makes them
eligible for P1 or P2 visas.

Many more are family members of American citizens and Lawful Permanent
Residents.
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Question: How are you vetting Afghan nationals who are arriving in the U.S.? How do

you know they don’t pose security risks?

Intelligence, law enforcement, and counterterrorism professionals are conducting
a robust, multi-layered screening and security vetting process for all SIV
applicants and other vulnerable Afghans before they are allowed into the United
States. This includes reviews of both biographic and biometric data.

The screening and security vetting is conducted by the Department of Homeland
Security, the Department of Defense, the Federal Bureau of Investigation, the
National Counterterrorism Center (NCTC), and additional Intelligence Community
(IC) partners.

When someone fails these checks while they are overseas, they will not be
allowed to board a flight. If, upon landing in the United States, further immigration
processing and security vetting at the Port of Arrival raises a concern about a
person, CBP has the authority to not grant them entry into the United States.
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Question: Are vaccines mandatory for everyone who arrives as a part of Operation
Allies Welcome?

The U.S. government continues to take every precaution to stop the spread of
COVID-19 and other diseases, consistent with CDC guidance. All arrivals — U.S.
citizens, lawful permanent residents, and Afghan nationals — are being tested for
COVID-19 upon arriving in the United States. These individuals will also have the
option to receive COVID-19 and other vaccines either at U.S. government-run
sites near Washington Dulles International Airport and Philadelphia International
Airport, or at a Department of Defense facility. All testing, vaccinations, and other
services are available at no cost.

For Afghan nationals who are paroled into the United States, receiving the first
dose of the following vaccinations and undergoing medical screening are
conditions of the parole, absent a case-by-case determination that the following
are not medically appropriate:

o MMR (measles, mumps, rubella) vaccination, absent proof of prior
vaccination;

o Polio vaccination, absent proof of prior vaccination;
o COVID-19 vaccination, absent proof of prior vaccination;

o Other age-appropriate vaccinations, as determined by the Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention, absent proof of prior
vaccinations;

o A tuberculosis screening; it will be required to take appropriate
isolation and treatment measures if the tuberculosis test is positive.
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